
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 21, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Special Board Meeting for Approving Budget & Setting the 2022 Levy 

Chairman Jacobson called the Special Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present; Commissioner Redland was in attendance per Zoom.  Engineer Keith Berndt and Bob 
Ramstad were also in attendance along with Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index.   

David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with explanations to questions posed at the December 16th board meeting 
with regard to the budget; that the Assessor’s data line item had been decreased to $6,500 from $10,000; and the 
Sheriff’s Office salary increases were due to increases in the salary schedule as well as the COLA.   

Engineer Berndt addressed the board with concerns regarding salaries for non-union employees of which there are 
two, which would be himself and Bob Ramstad, and he provided Commissioners with general comparison numbers 
for their positions.  Engineer Berndt also noted that over the past 12 months the national construction cost index 
has risen 19.2%, and also noted that over the past 12 months the Consumer Price Index has increased 6.8%.  He 
also noted that vendors suggest equipment prices could see a 10 to 20 percent increase.   

Engineer Berndt also addressed the county project payments that had been questioned at the earlier meeting, 
gravel, rock, clay & gravel crushing numbers in the budget and also answered the question on Engineering and 
Design fees in the budget for 2022.   

After some discussion, on whether the board should consider leaving the levy at the proposed level of 4% or 
possibly 3.5% to build in a little cushion for projected inflation and rising costs for fuel and natural gas; along with 
assurances from CFO Stene that there was enough money in the budget to cover a few unexpected items, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve a 3.168% levy to balance the budget.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and on vote there were 3 yeas and 2 nays coming from Commissioners Jacobson 
and Hall.  The motion was approved.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the special meeting at 9:45 a.m.   

   

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


